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a note... from tHe exeCutive DireCtor

The 2008-2009 fiscal year was challenging for many. At Life Lab we focused on sticking to our core values and paring down our 
expenses. We spent time looking to the future and planning to meet the needs of our community in a time of limited resources. In 
spite of fears of funding shortages, this year Life Lab provided hands-on inspired land- and garden-based education programs for 
local youth, and met the needs of more youth, teachers and community members than ever before.

•  We worked with 1,347 educators; 207 of these educators were trained right here in the      
     Garden Classroom.
•  We touched the lives of over 400 youth participating in the Food What?! program and 
     38 parents.
•  Over 2,249 children visited the Garden Classroom for field trips and camp.
•  We worked with over 7,000 students in Santa Cruz, San Benito and Monterey Counties  
     to improve ecological sustainability and teaching practices in schools.

In 2009, we celebrated our 30th year as garden-based educators and brought many exciting 
events to the community and beyond. Life Lab’s 30th Birthday Party, held on May 30th, was 
a family festival for the young and young at heart. Then, later in the year we hosted a School 
Garden Sustainability Summit, a School Garden Open House, and a handful of other 

community workshops to inspire youth and adults to be life long learners in the garden. To top off our year, on September 10th 
Life Lab was recognized by The Honorable Sam Farr at the 111th Congress.

We are excited to bring you this good news as Life Lab continues to dedicate itself to providing quality educational programs for 
youth and teachers. Each day we touch the lives of youth and educators, focusing on learning, conservation and healthy lifestyle 
choices. Most of our work could not be done without the help of many student interns, the Life Lab Board of Directors, CASFS 
farm staff and apprentices, and the amazing donors who support our programs throughout the year. Many thanks to each of you.

With Gratitude,
Gail Harlamoff
Executive Director, Life Lab Science Program
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To All Our Supporters!
Adventure Out
Ruth Antolini

Artisan’s Gallery
Bargetto Winery

Bay Federal Credit Union
Bay Photo Labs

Beauregard Vineyards
Bed and Biscuits
Jane & Gary Bell

Richard & Nancy Bell
Big West Corporation
Blue Moon Organics

Adam Bolt
Lee & Donna Bolt

Michael Bolte
Byington Vineyard and Winery

Café Cruz
Café Sparrow 

Ca Assoc. of Nurseries & Garden Centers
California Department of Education

California Department of Food and Agriculture
California Science Project

Shannon Campe
CASFS

Cisco Systems
Children’s Discovery Museum

Elizabeth Clifton
Robert & Lorna Cohen

Community Foundation of Santa Cruz County
Cooper-Garrod Estate Vineyards

Co of Santa Cruz, Waste Management Division
Craft Gallery

Dancenter
David and Lucile Packard Foundation

Dharma’s Restaurant
John Dickenson
Dirty Girl Farm

Dripworks
Driscoll’s Berries

Earthbound Farms
Eco Goods

Ecology Action
Particia Finnagan

Fitz Fresh Mushrooms
Frans Lanting

Freewheelin’ Farm
Frey Vineyards
Gabriella Café

Gabrielle Stocker
Gayle’s Bakery

Greater Bay Bancorp Foundation
Greenspace 

Green Waste
Karen & Stephen Harrington

Hawgs Seafood Bar
Hearst Castle

Helen and Will Webster Foundation
Henry Hooker

Alan Hicks
Homeless Garden Project

Shirley Horwitz
Laurence & Hope Jaffe

Robbie Jaffe & Steve Gliessman
Joni Janecki

Jim Booth Swim School
Dobie & Ann Jenkins

Kayak Connection
Maria Anne Kelly

Kelly’s French Bakery
Richard & Diane Klein

Susan Krivin
Kuumbwa Jazz Center

Paul Lapidus & Lindasue Marshal
Ann Lindsey

Live Earth Farm
Lundberg Studios
Harriet Mandell

Patricia McVeigh
Migrant Education-Region 6

Monterey Bay Aquarium
New Leaf Community Market

No Enemy
Phyllis Norris

Nourish
Nutrition & Fitness Collab. Central Coast

Oso Velloso
Pacific Cookie Company

Pacific Edge Rock Climbing Gym
Palace Art and Office Supply

Paper Vision
Peninsula Community Foundation

Phil Foster Ranch
Tara Phillips

Pizza My Heart
Polly Goldman Pottery

Ronald & Jane Pomerantz
ProBuild

Karleen Quick
Regional Nutrition Network

Karen Rakos 
Renee’s Garden Seeds

Renegade Juggling
Ristorante Avanti

Roaring Camp Railroads
San Fransisco Ballet

Santa Cruz City Schools
Santa Cruz County Office of Education

Santa Cruz Gymnastics Center
Santa Cruz Live Oak Grange

Santa Cruz Mountain Brewing
Santa Cruz Roller Paladium

Santa Cruz Seaside Company
Savannah Chanelle Vineyards

Seymour Center at Long Marine Lab
Shadowbrook / Crow’s Nest

Shear Energy Salon
Shen’s Gallery

Jeff & Sandy Sloan
Sorensen’s Resort
Spa Fitness Center

Stopwaste.org
Sugar Bowl 

Donna Sund-Caldwell
Swanton Berry Farm

Sylvan Music
The Baglery
The Buttery

The Garden Company
Marylou & Jim Thibodeau

Lauren & Tom Tobin
Trader Joes

True North Foundation
University of California, Office of the President

Upper Crust Pizza
Vespro Inc.

Walnut Ave. Café
Andrea Wass

Naomi Waynee
Well Within Spa

Whole Foods Market
Winchester Mystery House

Zayante Vineyards
Mary Zicarelli

...and all of our generous donors, 
volunteers and interns.

Providing land-based experiential 
education for all learners with a focus 
on environmental education, academic 
success, and creating healthy lifestyles. 

Offering programs for educators, 
students and community members 
in the Life Lab Garden Classroom 
located at the Center for Agroecology 
and Sustainable Food Systems on the 
Farm at UC Santa Cruz. The Life 

Lab Garden Classroom, designated The Central Coast 
Regional Training Center for Garden-Based Education by 
the California Department of Education, is a hub for many 
collaborations and networks serving over 15,000 visitors 
annually. 

Life Lab Garden Classroom Field Trips – offering hands-
on experiential field trips to the 2-acre Life Lab Garden 
Classroom site for students pre-school through middle 
school from the central coast and adjacent regions. 

Life Lab Garden Classroom Camps - providing a unique 
experience in garden-based science, environmental 
awareness, and nutrition education to children and youth of 
diverse populations in Santa Cruz County. 

Food What?!  - a youth empowerment program meeting the 
needs of local teenage youth through environmental and 
nutrition education, increased activity, job skills training, 
food systems advocacy, and healthy lifestyle practices. 

Green Schools - a collaboration with the County Board of 
Supervisors and Green Waste promoting environmental 
awareness and waste reduction through resource 
conservation education in Santa Cruz County schools.

Monterey Bay Science Project - A California Subject 
Matter Project training educators in science and language 
development during a workshop series, science conference,  
summer institute, and ongoing peer coaching.

Professional Development - presenting workshops, locally 
and nationally, in garden-based education for teachers, 
garden educators, and volunteers.

After-School and Special Programs - offering community 
youth and family programs based on special topics such as: 
Family Farm Fresh Cooking, Gardening with Children, 
Family Camp and Garden Crafts.

Special Events - working with other organizations to create 
rich opportunities for members of our community, such as 
the Annual Regional Conference, Rooted in Community 
and the School Garden Sustainability Summit.

Consulting and Collaborating - providing services to schools 
and community groups interested in developing and using 
educational gardens. 

Curriculum - creating, publishing and distributing 
nationally recognized garden-based education curriculum to 
schools and individuals throughout the world. 

Website www.lifelab.org  - offering information and 
materials on garden-based learning to all. 
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